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● The vitality of francophone communities in Canadian minority settings is a matter of significant 
concern, as shown through the ongoing decline in the use of French as an official language, which has 
decreased from 3.6% in 2016 to 3.3% in 2021, continuing a downward spiral observed within the past 
2 decades (Statistics Canada, 2022)

● A significant number of francophone children routinely navigate dual cultural environments, which 
greatly influences the development of their linguistic abilities and identify formation. 

INTRODUCTION

OBJECTIVES

PRELIMINARY RESULTS

The study involved 52 children aged 18 to 47 months. A language exposure mapping questionnaire was 
used to estimate language exposure in all languages spoken, and the Language Use Inventory (LUI) 
(O’Neill, 2002), to assess communication skills. The children were assessed twice using these measures 
to determine the validity of these profiles.

The 4 (5) language profiles (Mayer-Crittenden et Bertrand, 2022)

Profile A – Child with minimal exposure to French (< 40% of child’s waking hours in French)
Profile B – Child with sufficient exposure to French (40–50% of child’s waking hours are in French)
Profile C – Child with adequate exposure to French (50–70% of a child’s waking hours are in French)
Profile D – Child consistently exposed to French (> 70% of child’s waking hours are in French)
Language difficulties - Added to profiles A-D when the child has language difficulties in all spoken
languages.

Intervention
• 11 day care sites were divided into 2 groups: 
o 5 sites = experimental group (n=24)
o 6 sites= control group (n=28)

• The research team visited the 5 sites in the experimental group in December, January, February, and 
March.

• The targeted language stimulation strategies (LSS) were modeled, the educational staff had the 
opportunity to ask questions, and the researchers provided recommendations based on their 
observations.

• Staff attended a 3-hour training session.
• Children in the experimental group received French language stimulation strategies and support from 

speech and language pathologists, while the daily routine of the control group remained unchanged.

CONCLUSION

● Communication is one of the most important (yet underexplored) social determinants of health in
underserved language communities.

● This action-research was focused on the development of oral communication skills in French during
the preschool years.

● This protocol (profiles and language stimulation strategies) can be utilized by other childcare centers
in linguistic minority contexts in Canada and elsewhere.

● To assess the implementation of the classification of children in Sudbury’s francophone early 
childhood centers into 4 linguistic profiles, with or without language difficulties. 

● To evaluate the effectiveness of the developed protocol to support children who are acquiring the 
French language, considering their linguistic profile and potential language challenges.
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● All the children who participated in this study were classified in one of the linguistic language
profiles with or without language difficulties potentially related to a language disorder.

● 13 children were suspected of having language difficulties
● Children in profiles A and B required more one-on-one with the staff
● The researchers’ observations following the visits to the 5 experimental sites:

○ Mastered language stimulation strategies* (80 % of the time)
■ Getting down at the child’s level
■ Following the child’s lead and interests
■ Naming and labeling items

○ LSS to target**
■ Self-verbalization
■ Parallel verbalization
■ Creating communication opportunities
■ Prolong/extend and enrich the child’s words & sentences

■ Next steps:
■ Compare data at both intake times
■ Interview staff
■ Parent questionnaireMETHOD
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Above: Staff practicing LSS during book reading.

Left: Staff practicing LSS 
during a craft activity.

Left: PI demonstrating 
LSS with 3;11 year old.

“This action-research  allowed me to become more aware 
of the strategies that I already use and it has taught 
me new LSS strategies that I have now incorporated 
into my daily routine. For example, I no longer use the 
’sandwich’ method when talking to the kids (Give the 
instruction in French, then in English, then in 
French again). I use more visual cues, routine,  and 
repetition.” (Early childhood educator from 
experimental group)
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